[Intra-arterial infusion chemotherapy using an implantable reservoir in the treatment of hepatic metastases in colorectal cancer].
With colorectal cancer, the therapeutic outcome for multiple hepatic metastasis extending to the bilateral lobe, even when various chemotherapies are administered, is extremely poor. For multiple hepatic metastases at our clinic, from November, 1985, through February, 1991, we used an implantable reservoir to administer intra-arterial infusion chemotherapy and reviewed the results. We treated 16 patients with hepatic metastases of colorectal cancer, H2 in 3 cases and H3 in 13 cases. When we used the reduction rate of the tumor diameter as seen by CT scan as a criteria for antitumor effectiveness, 1 case was CR and 3 cases were PR, for an efficacy rate of 25.0%. Changes in the serum CEA level were related to antitumor effectiveness. Among the evaluable cases, the 1-year survival rate was 60.0%, which was significantly more favorable than the 20.0% obtained in the systemic chemotherapy group (p less than 0.05). Given the above, although there are a few problems such as the kind and dose of drugs, the use of intra-arterial infusion chemotherapy with an implantable reservoir to treat hepatic metastases of colorectal cancer permits a form of chemotherapy providing a better QOL out of hospital.